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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Social Ideals and Social Progress. — In the individual, growth from unconscious- 
ness to consciousness marks the fine of evolution. Social evolution, likewise, is pro- 
gression from instinctive to intelligent action. Indeed, the society which reaches 
truth through error is advanced over that which stumbles upon it through emotion, 
because intellectual development is the means by which, and the end for which, 
society exists. And yet, in the name of evolution and of reason we have been warned 
against certain tendencies in modern social legislation. We are told that the forces 
inherent in the social organism — blind, unconscious though they be, the "merciless 
discipline of the struggle for life" — have created society and perpetuated it, and will 
of themselves produce the ideal race. But the value of ideals for social evolution can- 
not be thus negated on evolutionary grounds. The appearance of a new social ideal 
is a psychical variation, as truly a product of the evolutionary process as any physical 
modification of structure. The formula of evolution must be broad enough to include 
ethical man. But furthermore it is illogical to contend that individuals who attempt 
to attain their ends through conscious effort should collectively will that the realization 
of social ideals should be left to be determined by an unrestricted struggle for life, 
the character of which is necessarily fatal to many things which they consider necessary 
to social progress. Social evolution will naturally follow the line of individual evolu- 
tion until its most important fact becomes that of conscious action toward definite 
ends. Though this is a state of affairs far from attained as yet, steady progress is 
being made toward its attainment, and in proportion as the development of the indi- 
vidual is determined by intelligence and will, the social growth will be determined 
in a larger degree by the same factors. — George V. Kracht, International Journal of 
Ethics, July, 1917. H. E. J. 

The Peaceful Habits of Primitive Communities. — Was the age when men were 
ignorant of the use of metals and had not learned to cultivate the ground one of peace 
and moral behavior on the part of mankind ? The great ethnic myths are almost 
unanimous in representing the distant past as a golden age of peace, and anthro- 
pological and ethnological research confirm the picture. The men of the early Stone 
Age devoted themselves to the invention and production of household implements 
rather than implements of war, while the drawings on their caves represent hunting 
scenes, not battles. Present-day peoples of primitive culture, where they remain 
uninfluenced by more advanced tribes, are peaceful; among many of them war is 
unknown. War is associated with advance in culture, and the present task is to dis- 
cover what the real nature of man is and to arrive at a clear understanding of the 
social circumstances under which his innate tendencies express themselves in the form 
of war, if we would make the present state of affairs impossible in the future. The 
problem of the elimination of war is that of correlating material progress with moral 
human behavior. — W. J. Perry, Hibbert Journal, October, 191 7. H. E. J. 

Race and Nationality. — Those who have given thought to the problems of the 
reconstruction of national boundaries after the war are divided into two groups. On 
the one hand are those who believe that primary consideration in the fixation of 
national boundaries should be given to race, and on the other those who contend that 
the fundamental factors are topographical and economic. The former group proceed 
on the assumption that national hatreds are eternal and that nationality is as fixed 
by race as the spots of the leopard, while they overlook the fact, emphasized by history, 
that national boundaries cannot be drawn through regions where communication is 
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easy and men are thrown together as an economic unity. With the advance of culture 
racial unity is constantly counting for less and industrial unity for more in the forma- 
tion of nations. For what makes a nation is not only race, not only religion, nor 
history, nor tradition — all of which have been suggested and all of which play a part — 
but a community of economic interests dependent upon geographic factors. Of these 
the most important are an area capable of supporting a large population, surrounded 
by one which becomes progressively less fitted to support such a population. The 
marginal area of scanty population forms a natural frontier within which the factors 
of greatest importance making for unity and therefore for nationality are the existence 
within the area thus delimited of belts of fertile lands, together with certain nodal 
points upon which the chief lines of communication connecting the parts of the country 
with one another, and also with the outside world, converge. — Marion I. Newbigin, 
Geographical Journal, November, 1017. H. E. J. 

The State as Expression of Power and the State as Expression of Justice. — 

According to the German conception the state is an expression of force and supreme 
power. Its sovereignty implies an absolute independence in its outside relations 
to other states and interior relations to citizens. The German juridical organism is 
determined by the state. Its theory of self-limitation attempts to justify the existence 
of subjective public laws. The state is organizer of social co-operative action. In in- 
ternational law the state does not recognize any higher authority. Validity of its 
treaties depends on circumstances. The basis for the objective and subjective law is 
the powerful will, "der machtige Wille." Morality is only means to the state which 
does not recognize any rights but its own interests. Law does not depend on the 
creative action of the state, but upon the society. Spontaneous sanction evolves from 
the internal social life. The sanction of the state is external. State is subject to rights 
and obligations. The relation is bilateral. The state has no absolute sovereignty 
in its relation to other states. International treaties constitute a sovereignty having 
basis in bilateral juridical relations. The Anglo-Latin idea of the state as an expres- 
sion of justice is based on principles of harmony, conciliation of divergent forces, 
juridical equality, liberty, and solidarity. In international relations there must be 
respect of national will, autonomy of small states, internal autonomy, guarantee of 
economic development, moral existence and dignity. — F. Cosentini, Revue Inter- 
nationale de Sociologie, July-August, 1917. J. H. 

Social Psychology and the Problem of a Higher Nationality. — The view held by 
many humanitarians that internationalism would do away with the boundaries of 
nations cannot be shared by the social psychologists. The nation is an institution. 
It is performing important functions, such as: (1) repressing unsocial tendencies, 

(2) handling matters of common interests more efficiently than by individual initiative, 

(3) stimulating common ideals. Man is governed by what Fichte calls Sittlichkeit, 
or by "those principles of conduct which regulate people in their relations to each 
other, and have become a matter of habit and second nature at, the stage of culture 
reached, and of which we are not explicitly conscious— from which both an universal 
cultural and political organization can grow." According to Lord Haldane, Sittlichkeit 
is the psychological equivalent of the general will. Nations are coming to believe in 
the need of considering their neighbor's point of view as well as their own. This 
belief, says Lord Haldane, is the foundation for the future development of a universal 
Sittlichkeit. But Sittlichkeit alone would not give adequate control. It would be 
necessary to establish an organization and administration of a supranational force 
which would actually control the nations. But herein lies the difficulty of our problem. 
From our experience in dealing with unsocial individuals we know that "the jail puni- 
tive methods never did anything but confirm criminals and increase their methods." 
The same would hold true of an international punitive system. We need more ade- 
quate studies of different national temperaments and Sittlichkeiten. "What are the 
psychological tempers of the nations and the conditions that lead them into war ? 
How can they be controlled ? What is the psychopathology of social groups and the 
means by which their abnormalities can be corrected or restrained ?" — H. G. Brown, 
International Journal of Ethics, October, 1917. S. P. 
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What National and International Conditions Would Secure Permanent Peace. — 
The paper, although on peace, presents no scheme for ending the present war. It 
presents no protest against preparedness. It will consider: (i) what has prevented 
the nations from uniting to secure permanent peace; (2) what has already been done 
to make war less frequent; (3) the conditions that will render a nation a reliable and 
effective member of an organization to maintain peace; (4) the international conditions 
necessary to make such a federation possible. 

The obstacles that may be enumerated under the first are: the tenacious clinging 
to the theory of national sovereignty; the prevalence of the idea that since a nation is 
sovereign it must either dominate or be dominated; the lack of restraint under provoca- 
tion from another nation; and national greed. Under the second head are considered: 
the World Peace Foundation; the Carnegie Foundation for International Peace; the 
Lake Mohonk Conference on International Arbitration; the World Conferences at 
the Hague in 1899 and 1907; and the great outstanding achievement of Great Britain 
and the United States in peaceably settling all their differences since 1812. The 
following conditions come under the third consideration: a strong public opinion 
favoring justice between nation and nation and the settling of international differences 
without resort to arms;, governments democratic in principle; the realization that trade 
in a nation is not strengthened by weakening trade in another nation. The following 
have a place under the fourth consideration: the means of making peace permanent, 
such as removing, as far as possible, the causes of war; extending still further trade in- 
tercourse and making still greater the business interdependence between the nations; 
diminishing the number of wholly independent sovereignties ; and for a strong majority 
of the nations at the close of the war to agree upon definite means of preventing war. — 
John F. Downey, Journal of Race Development, July, 1917. A. C. Z. 

International Socialism and War. — International socialism or the Red Inter- 
national collapsed at the outbreak of war in 1871 and 1914. The New International 
national sections, the basis of representation being two representatives from each, 
was founded in 1891. In 1914 there were twenty-six affiliated and nine unaffiliated 
national delegations and one from the socialist or labor parliamentary body. It was 
agreed in 1900 and ratified in 1907 that a socialist member to Parliament must vote 
against any expenditure for army, navy, or colonial expeditions. Although the 
French and British delegates desired greater definiteness, no agreement was made in 
regard to specific action in case war broke out. The German socialists gradually 
backed down on their contract. In 1913 they voted against the Army Increase bill, 
but for the Finance bill. On July 25, 1914, the president of the French trade unions 
asked the president of the German trade unions at a congress in Brussels: "What 
action will you take against war ? We are prepared to co-operate with you." There 
was no reply. The question is whether the German socialists used the International 
as a cloak. That the Germans were offensively dominant in the International is the 
claim of Adolphe Smith and Hyndman. — A. Shadwell, Edinburgh Review, October, 
1917. W. R. 

Ce que feront les femmes apres la guerre. — French women should mobilize 
themselves now and after the war against the depopulation of France. The situation 
is so grave that not one but every method must be used to remedy it. It is to be hoped 
that the women who are now filling men's places will again become wives and mothers. 
Since the French refuse to have more children than they can adequately provide for, 
the custom of the commune of Fort-Mardyk, where the wife is given a piece of land in 
the country as an usufruct, might be imitated. This commune has a higher birth-rate 
than Russia: 43 in 1,000. Not only must the bearing of children be encouraged, but 
the percentage of infant and child mortality must be still further reduced. An 
organization, modeled after the Red Cross and known as the "L'entre aide des femmes 
francaises" has been established for this purpose by a group of nurses. In the nine- 
teenth arrondissement the girls of the colleges and secondary schools have agreed to 
co-operate with the nurses. Local centers are to be established in every department, 
presided over by a doctor who will give instruction in the care of children, and from 
these centers all the abandoned and neglected children of the department will receive 
attention. — Dr. V. Wallich, La revue philanthropique, October, 1917. W. R. 
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Eugenics in Jewish Life. — The survival of the Jewish people through ages of 
persecution has often been of great interest to many writers. C. W. Saleely, one of the 
best known apostles of eugenics in England, thinks that the intense struggle for exist- 
ence accounts for that fact. "The weaklings and the fools being weeded out, intensity 
and strength of mind became a common heritage among the Jewish people." The 
fact is that we find two diametrically opposed extremes among the modern Jews. 
On the one hand we have a very high proportion of physical and mental defectives; 
on the other hand we have also a very high proportion of persons of marked ability 
and high attainments in nearly all walks of life. The Jewish religion served as a great 
factor in regulating the marital relations among the Jewish people. According to the 
" Schulchan Aruch," the Jewish religious code, every Jewish man is instructed to marry 
a wife in his eighteenth year; he must not marry before he is thirteen. Delinquents 
were often compelled to marry in order to fulfil the law. 

A. Practice of positive eugenic life is encouraged by rabbinical teachings. Thus 
the families most desirable for matrimonial alliance are classified in the following 
order: (1) Those of the scholars, (2) the most prominent men in the community, 
(3) the head of the community, (4) the head of the congregation, (5) the collector of 
charity, (6) the teacher of children, (7) intermarriage with children of an ignoramus 
is to be avoided, (8) a woman is not to be married for her wealth. The rich and learned 
formed castes among the Jews abstaining from intermarriage with the poor to a certain 
extent, and especially with the ignorant and lowly. 

B. Dysgenic tendencies: (1) Physical conditions of bridegroom not cared for; 
(2) Hachnoses Kaleh, a fund which provided financial means and opportunities for the 
marriage of the poor, crippled, and defectives; (3) thefunction of the schadchan (the 
matchmaker) and his desire for profits; (4) charity which was useful during the great 
Jewish calamities was a dysgenic factor during peaceful and prosperous times as it 
encouraged the type of the schnorrers or itinerant mendicants; (5) the more intelligent 
marry late in their lives, while the paupers and defectives marry early and multiply 
rapidly; (6) the birth-rate of the Jewish people as a whole is now falling. But the 
enormous changes which are now taking place in the conditions of Jewish life tend to 
efface those dysgenic factors. — Maurice Fishberg, Journal of Heredity, December, 
1017. [Originally in the American Hebrew, January 26 to February 23, 1017.] 

S. P. 

Congestion in Cities. — Congestion in cities is one of the most alarming symptoms 
of the recent social evolution. The resultant deficit in the food supply, and the 
unwholesome crowding of slums and apartments in the larger cities and factory towns 
are rapidly becoming a real menace to public health and social stability. The growth 
of congestion as a national phenomenon may be comprehended by the fact that the 
cities of 1850 are eight or nine times that size now and all other cities have grown at 
the same rate. The fundamental cause of this city congestion is a change in the indus- 
trial system from the "cottage system" to the factory system, and the accompanying 
results, among which was commercialism, and this latter has been growing not only at 
a continuous but at an accelerating rate since 1850. Commercialism enforces conges- 
tion through the following influences: taxing production; negotiation between seller 
and seller, demanding propinquity; luxury; factories of a certain kind; warehouses 
handling goods subject to repeated speculative sale; labor in order to get continuous 
employment; attendance and supply follow in order to feed the laborers. These are 
some of the irresistible forces in congestion. One of the proposed cures for conges- 
tion is rapid transit. However, it has been discovered that that does not relieve it 
but makes it worse. A case in point is New York, whose congestion has not only 
paralleled its rapid transit facilities, but outstripped them. This problem of conges- 
tion in cities is one of fundamental social stability. It has become steadily worse 
during the last two generations notwithstanding engineering science. The worst 
feature is that no gradual remedy is in sight. None is even being discussed, and even 
the need for a remedy is scarcely recognized by leaders on public opinion and on social 
problems. — Sydney A. Reeve, Geographical Review, April, 1017. A. C. Z. 

The Law as an Expression of Community Ideals and the Lawmaking Functions of 
Courts. — There are many objective standards of justice. The subjective standard 
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of justice is to be found in the consciousness of the lawmakers. The community 
evolves its own ideas and makes the laws to effectuate them. Laws are merely means 
to an end. They must be made and enforced. Law is essential to the community, 
whose needs are the forces dominating its formation. The community is omnipotent. 
The state can make only such laws as the community has authorized it to make. 
Community ideals make up the content of the community mind or constitute the con- 
cepts that make up public opinion. As the individual employs a moral law to effec- 
tuate his ideas, so the community employs to this purpose a juridical law. Ideals are the 
limitations imposed by the community on its members. Public opinion does for 
the community what conscience does for an individual. When the public ideal and 
the desire of the community become strong enough, so that the community can effec- 
tuate them by its legislators, the statutes can be formed. The common law was looked 
upon as part of creation, as a "found" fact, not as means, but as ends shaping the 
destiny of the race. The force which reacts on the minds of judges to produce the 
rules of common law is composed of public opinion and various superstitions that have 
come down to them from the days of Coke and Blackstone. Public opinion is the 
final arbiter of right and wrong in so far as the rules of the common law are concerned, 
and also in the case statutes. The process of decomposition and recomposition of 
public ideals and the making of rules to effectuate them is always going on. The rules 
of every system of law are continually changing to keep pace with the changes in public 
ideals. This change is dominated by the needs of humanity. — John E. Young, -Yale 
Law Review, November, 1917. J. H. 

Results of the Co-operative Credit Movement in India. — The greatest benefits 
which have been derived from the co-operative credit movement are primarily eco- 
nomic. The total working capital of co-operative societies in India is over 30,000,000 
rupees. The average difference in interest levied on this amount as compared with 
the interest levied by local money-lenders is about 6 per cent, causing a saving to the 
rural population of about 2,000,000 rupees. More cultivation of land, the increased 
breeding of cattle, and various sorts of village improvement have taken place because 
of the presence of these societies. Land in some districts more than doubled in value 
during a period of four years. Local money-lenders are necessarily compelled to lower 
their rate of interest, who, heretofore, were reaping enormous profits. 

The advantages of the new movement are twofold: (1) The business is safe, pro- 
ductive, and offers a steady return. (2) It is creating thrift and increasing the material 
resources of the agricultural population. Many moral and social improvements have 
followed in those communities which have co-operative societies. Education has 
spread very rapidly and in many places schools have been asked for, to be maintained 
by funds of the society. Charity allotments are made at the end of each year, or a 
definite amount is set aside for purposes of education, sanitation, and medical relief. 
The movement is steadily increasing community feeling, interest, and corporate 
action. Special famine reserve funds have been formed in Bombay and in the Central 
Provinces by co-operative societies. 

"The external dangers are chiefly these: (1) The tendency to officialize the move- 
ment too much and leave too little to private initiative"; (2) the desire to rush the 
pace of the movement; (3) the opposition to money-lenders. The internal dangers 
are chiefly these: (1) The danger of one or two men monopolizing the work; (2) the 
danger of getting unscrupulous men on the committee who possess local influence; 
(3) the danger of selecting incompetent men as members of the society. To a great 
extent the old communal life of the Indian villages has died out because of centralized 
government, but it is being revived again under the influence of the co-operative 
movement. Two things ought to be remembered: (1) Action should only be taken 
where the best and most influential elements in the village comprise the society. 
(2) Duties should not be imposed from outside but should always follow a local demand 
of the corporate, community life. — John Matthai, Better Business, August, 1917. 

G. E. H. 

The Psychoanalysts. — In 189s there appeared in Leipzig and Vienna a book 
which turned over a new page in medical psychology. The book bore the title Studien 
itber Hysterie and was written by J. Breuer and Dr. Sigmund Freud. In the Preface 
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Freud emphasizes the idea that "sexuality plays a leading part in the causation of 
hysteria." That remarkable work offered a new insight into the nature of hysteria 
and served as a beginning of a new interpretation of the psychotic and neurotic 
phenomena. A. The Freudian theories of psychoanalysis: (1) the doctrine of sup- 
pression of unpleasant experiences into the unconscious; (2) the theory of conversion 
according to which "an emotional experience may be changed into a physical, and 
usually pathological, phenomenon having no conscious or apparent resemblance to 
its emotional cause which this process more or less relieves or removes"; (3) sym- 
bolism; (4) Freudian method of treatment of nervous diseases by bringing to the sur- 
face of consciousness the repressed elements; (5) the theory of infantile sexuality 
(sexuality not in the limited and localized sense as in adults); (6) the Libido, meaning 
any manifestation of pleasurable activity; (7) Freudian ideas as applied to the normal 
child; (8) the application of psychoanalysis to the interpretation of dreams; (9) the 
incorporation of collective psychology into psychoanalysis. B. The various sciences 
to which, according to Freud, psychoanalysis has come to be applied: (1) the science 
of language; (2) philosophy; (3) biology; (4) the conception of evolution (by showing 
that the phylogenetic theory applies also to the psychic sphere) ; (5) history of civiliza- 
tion (the psychoanalytic interpretation of myths, legends, and origin of great human 
institutions); (6) fine arts (psychoanalysis explains the hidden motives of the artist); 
(7) sociology; (8) the science of education. — Havelock Ellis, The Bookman, September, 
1917- S. P. 

A Sketch for a Study of Hew England Character. — An unmarried woman of 
forty-nine, who felt that she had failed to adapt herself to society, consulted Dr. Put- 
nam. The Puritan severity of her New England training had discouraged play and 
lauded discipline. The conflict between her pleasure-loving self and her ideal social 
self, so evoked, made her not only hard on herself but hard on others, so that she might 
save them from the penalties of wrongdoing. The lack of independence involved in 
obeying God and her parents had to be compensated by an attempt to exercise author- 
ity over her schoolmates. She had been an unwelcome and an unhealthy child. 
Because of her mother's consequent coldness, the autoerotic period of childhood was 
accentuated and she became passionately devoted to her father. Her dreams of God 
as a breeze revealed themselves as dreams about him and the polygamy of the Old 
Testament tales made her wonder why she could not be his wife. At his wish she gave 
up two lovers. The relation was in fact a type of the familiar Oedipus Complex. 
Through repression and lack of proper outlet she had wasted herself in striving for 
hidden treasure in fancies which had no correspondence in reality. — J. J. Putnam. 
Journal of Abnormal Psychology, June, 191 7. W. R. 

The Necessity for Medical Examination of Prisoners at the Time of Trial. — 

Because of our lack of medical examination the courts are every year convicting 
hundreds of insane and feeble-minded offenders and sending them to jails and prisons. 
After the release of these mentally sick from penal institutions they are supposed to be 
cured of their criminal tendencies and are allowed to mingle again in society. The 
courts have been too busily engaged with questions of legal classification and assign- 
ment of punishments rather than with the criminal per se. The defective delinquent, 
after the period of his incarceration, is more defective and viciously inclined. The 
diciplinary standard of penal institutions is decidedly lowered by the presence of the 
mentally unfit. In the Indiana State prison seventy-five per cent of the men who come 
before the disciplinary^ officer are mentally defective. 

"If medical examination of prisoners was instituted in our criminal courts, a very 
material improvement would follow for the following reasons: (a) The ordinary insane 
persons would be separated from the usual class of criminals and tie mentally sick 
could be given the proper treatment in the proper institutions early in the course of 
their diseases. (6) The dangerous insane, the morally insane, the sexual perverts, 
and the habitual criminals would be segregated, (c) Prisons would cease to be a 
dumping ground for all classes of defectives, (d) Society would be very much better 
protected than it is now, for mental defectives and habitual criminals would not be 
released to further prey upon the public, (e) There would be an enormous saving of 
money now uselessly spent in needless trials of incurable defective delinquents. 
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(f) Much valuable data concerning criminalistics would be accumulated that would 
put our criminal procedure on a more rational basis." — Paul E. Bowers, Journal of 
Sociologic Medicine, June, 1017. G. E. H. 

Revivals Past and Present. — Approximately one million people heard Mr. Sunday 
in his recent revival in New York and his sponsors claim he had 70,000 conversions. 
The thoughtful man is impressed by such a spectacle and should attempt to interpret 
its significance and seek to evaluate its social and moral results. It is claimed by 
some that religion has not the hold on people now that it had in past generations. 
It is true that there have been periods of stagnation, but they have been followed by 
revival periods. The latter occur about every fifty years. The first three great 
revivals held in this country were very much alike in every respect. In the fourth one 
we have a new type. It was led by D. L. Moody. He was a kindly, tolerant, earnest 
worker who had a genius for organization, and preached the boundlessness of God's 
love instead of the limitlessness of his hatred. The present revival differs in many 
respects from the preceding ones. It is accompanied by a definite organization, 
conducted on strictly business principles; an effort is made to substitute familiarity 
for fear and to offset the neurotic worry that is bred of a mixture of sin and fear with a 
strong dose of robust commonplaceness. The world state today makes the time ripe 
for a revival. Have its sponsors wisely chosen their leader in Mr. Sunday? This 
could be answered correctly only if a careful study were made of the results of his 
revivals, not only of the immediate and superficial ones, but of the enduring and lasting 
ones. Any city he has recently been in would furnish data on these points and such 
data would be a sound basis for a correct answer. — Joseph Collins, Harpers Monthly, 
November, 1917. A. C. Z. 
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